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URBAN DISTRICT OF TEIGNMOUTH. 
ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1951. 


PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE URBAN DISTRICT. 


F. Stanley L. Piggott, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
Medical Officer of Health. 
Norman S. Tucker, C.R.S.I., M.S.I.A. 
Sanitary Inspector. 
W.M. Scott, B.Eng., A.M.Inst: C.H., A.M.IeaMun. z 
Surveyor and Water Engineer. 


STATISTICAL MEMORANDA, 1951. 


Area oe°e oo @ eoo eo 8 re) evo oo © 2,000 acres » 
Population (Mid 1951 - Registrar 
General's estimate): .e. ave a 10,520 
Number of inhabited houses (end 1951 
according to Rate Books) ae owe oe 3,516 
Rateable Value... oe cr See AP cote £97,070 
Sum represented by a BAY, rate eee eee oe £590.15.2.76 
Births ooe eooe ° oe ee 8° eoce eooe Lor 
Birth-rate per 1,000 population wie coe os 13.02 
Birth-rate (England & Wales) re oa Sen 16.580 
Deaths oeg89 oes oo @ oee e@eo eee ooo 195 
Death-rate per 1,000 population e@ oo o@eo oo°8 18.54 
Death-rate (England & Wales) @e@o eo 0 eeo 12 ©50 
Infantile Mortality eoo oe °o oce @eco eoe 46 »50 per 1000 
live births. 
Infantile Mortality (England & Wales) ee fat 29-60 per 1000 
live births. 
EXTRACT FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1951. 
LIVE BIRTHS: - 
Total Males Females 
Legitimate 156 66 70 )Birth-rate per 1,000 of 
Illegitimate 1 - 1 )estimated population 
13.02 
STILL BIRTHS:- 
Legitimate 5 3 2 )Rate per 1,000 (live 
Illegitimate 1 - 1 )and still) births 
41.96 
DEATHS: - 195 95 100 Death-rate per 1,000 of 
. estimated population 
18.54 
DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES:- 
Puerperal Sepsis oo. Nil 
Other Maternal Causes eee Nil 
INFANT MORTALITY: - 
Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age:- 
Males Females Total 
Legitimate z Fe) 5 )Death-rate per 1,000 
Illegitimate - - - )live births 36.50 
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URBAN DISTRICT OF TEIGNMOUTH. 
ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1951 (CONTINUED). 
INFANT MORTALITY: - 


Deaths from Measles (all ages) icstee NAL 
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) ... Nil 
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years) ..% Nil 


CAUSES OF DEATH (REGISTRAR GENERAL'S FIGURES). 
Males. Females. 


Tuberculosis of Respiratory System rane - au 
Tuberculosis faeeer she - 1 
Other Infective & parasitic Diseases cee - ui 
Cancer eee 15 14 
Diabetes aes - 1, 
Vascular Lesions of Nervous System ahr 8 i 
Heart Diseases vials 08 41 
Other Diseases of Ge nauiabory System a: k 4 
Influenza owt 3 o 
Bronchitis elie 2 - 
Pneumonia whe 5 pa 
Other Respiratory Diseases ue bi - 
Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum a* 2 2 - 
Nephritis & Nephrosis cee %) 2 
Hyperplasia of Prostate ales 2 - 
Road Traffic Accidents eee 1 i 
Other Accidents es a +) 
Suicide siate if 1 
All other causes aa ZO 14 

95 100 


INCIDENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES DURING 1951. 


Total cases Admitted to 


Disease. notified. Hospital. Deaths. 
Pneumonia 21 4 f 
Whooping Cough 53 a * 
Erysipelas 5 - = 
Measles 262 ee - 
Relapsing Fever " - re 
Opthalmia Neonatorum af - = 
544 fp 7 


os eee 


INFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFICATIONS ARRANGED IN AGE GROUPS. 
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Pneumonia Re Ee OR ee mild low dye B. . 9 Wl 
Whooping Cough 3 6 3101013 8 = = - - = = 53 
Erysipelas eR tierce ail es! Gan ee |) OG 5 
Measles Dees ele (peaoe DOT Role Bk 2 yey el £62 
Relapsing Fever - - - = - = -. - = - - 2 - 2 
Opthalmia 6 coal kite gue Eh gg a 1 
Neonatorum 
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URBAN DISTRICT OF TEIGNMOUTH. 

ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1951 (CONTINUED). 
DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION. 

Since 1948 this work has been carried out by the Devon 
County Council Medical Staff. No cases of Diphtheria have 
been notified throughout the year in this District. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Particulars of New Cases Notified During 1951 in the District. 


Ten new cases were notified during the year, all pulmonary, 
as shewn in the following Age Groups:- 


Age Periods. Pulmonary . 

Male Female 
Under 25 years ua 1 No cases of Non-pulmonary 
25 - 34 q 2 2 Tuberculosis were notified 
35 - 44 ji L ~ during the year. 
45 - 54 5 ~ 
55 - 64 ¥ - - 
Over 65 p - - 

fs he) Total 10 


Deaths from Tuberculosis numbered 2 only. 
Pulmonary - 1 female. Non-pulmonary - 1 female. 
FOOD POISONING. 


No notifications of Food Poisoning were received during the year. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


I am indebted to the Council's Water Engineer for the following 
report upon the Water Supply of the District for the past year. 


(1) The water supply to the area was not entirely satisfactory 
during the period under review and it was not possible to maintain 
an uninterrupted supply to the Shaldon area owing to the inadequacy 
of the supply mains. The Council are, however, taking steps to 
improve the situation but it is unlikely that it will be possible 
to guarantee an uninterrupted supply to this district, particularly 
during the summer months, until additional trunk mains have bee 
laid from Netherton to Shaldon. : 


(2) Some thirty-six samples of "raw" water were sent for analysis, 
of which eight showed contamination, but only two of these showed 
heavy contamination and in one case this was from a well which was 
not at the time being used as a source of supply. Fifty-nine 
samples were sent from the reservoirs and supply mains of which 
thirty-nine were unsuitable. This contamination is one to which 

I have referred in previous reports and whilst the contamination 
has not been serious as in past years, neither myself nor the 
Water Committee are entirely satisfied. 


(3) There is no evidence that the water has any plumbo-solvent 
action and during the period the pH value has been raised consequent 
upon improved lime dosage arrangements-~made by the Paignton Water 
Department at the source. 


(4) Haldon Spring has not been used: for supply purposes during the 
period and whilst the connection to the reservoir remains, it is not 
intended to use it except in cases of extreme emergency. 
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URBAN DISTRICT OF TEIGNMOUTH. 
ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1951 (CONTINUED). 
WATER SUPPLY (continued). 


(5) The population supplied from the public water mains on the 
Slst December, 1951, direct to houses, was estimated to be 10,750 
and by standpipes 30. The total number of dwellings at the same 
time was 3,367. The total consumption of water for the year was 
176,865,000 gallons. The total for the various supply districts 
was :- 


High Level cae 87,739,000 gallons. 
Low Level ates 66,956,000 gallons. 
Shal don Sy: 22,188,000 gallons. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948. 


One aged person was found, living alone in a six roomed 
house, in extremely insanitary conditions and obviously in need 
of care and attention. Upon report’ to the Council, legal action 
was authorised and the case was brought before the Magistrates, 
who held the case proved and ordered the removal of the person to 
"Gwyntor", Tavistock (a Home under the control of the Devon County 
Council). The Order was made for a period of three months, but 
tame person still remains in the care of the County Council. 


TEIGNMOUTH PORT SANITARY DISTRICT. 


Serouen the courtesy of H.M. Customs Officer, I am able to 
submit the following table:- 


The amount of Shipping entering the Port during the year 
1951 was as follows:- 


Number Inspected 
Number 
By the reported 
By the Sanitary to be 
Number. Tonnage. M.O.H.e Inspector. defective. 


FOREIGN. 62 10,818 5 14 - 
COASTWISE. c6e 50,467 5 26 = 
Total Foreign 324 61,285 LO 40 - 


& Coastwise. 


No vessels were reported as having had cases of Infectious 
Disease on board during the voyage. 
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URBAN DISTRICT OF TEIGNMOUTH. 
SANITARY INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT, 1951. 
INSPECTIONS AND VISITS. 


During the year 3,537 inspections and visits have been made in 


connection with official duties. These are divided as follows:- 
Inspections re Nuisances, Housing, etc. L696 
Emepectszons of Food Premises, etc. L552 
imapections of Dairies, etc. ait, 
Inspections of Factories and Workplaces. yar 
Visits in connection with Rats and Mice Infestations. I Ove 
Visits in connection with Refuse and Salvage. 436 
Visits in connection with Infectious Diseases, etc. 52 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. 


PeeeouLtt=-up portion of the District is sewered and with the 
exception of a few out-lying houses and farms, which are removed 
from such sewers, the whole of the houses in the District discharge 
tO pipe sewers which are connected, via storage tanks and pumping 
stations, to two controlled outlets at the mouth of the River Teign. 


FOOD INSPECTION. 


There are now no licensed or registered slaughter-houses in 
the District and all meat is brought to the town from the Ministry 
of Food slaughter-house at Newton Abbot, etc. During the year 
152 visits have been paid to food premises and 858 packets and 
tins of various foodstuffs, weighing 1802 lbs, have been condemned. 
The following quantities of other foods were also surrendered:;- 


Beef Pa « 134 lbs. 
Fish eae 20 lds. 
Groceries ‘ee act Bao ee 
Sweets ahs 1 UeL psa Total 198 lbs. 


making a total weight of 2,000 lbs. condemned as unfit for human 
food. No legal action was necessary in regard to any of the above. 


ICE-CREAM SAMPLING. 


Ten samples of Ice-Cream were taken during the Summer from 
manufacturers and retailers. 


1 was of Grade 1 (Good) Standard 
3 were u 2 (Fair) i : 
Sen. W &% (Unsatisfactory)" 
1 was i meee bad} 


Further inspections were made and advice given in regard to 
the Grades 3 & 4 samples where locally produced and notification 
made to the Public Health Authority in the cases of samples 
produced outside the town. 


CLEAN FOOD BYELAWS. 


Clean Food Byelaws were adopted by the Council during the 
preceding year and early in 1951, a Meeting of Food Traders, 
hoteliers, Cafe proprietors and housewives was called by the 
Council, which was addressed by Dr. B. Moore of the Public Health 
Laboratory Service, Exeter. The films "Another Case of Food 
Poisoning" and "A Fly about the House" were shewn and questions 
answered. No legal action under the Byelaws has been found 
necessary during the year. 
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URBAN DISTRICT OF TEIGNMOUTH. 
HOUSING. 


During the year 51 new houses have been erected and occupied 
on the Council's Housing Estate at Coombe Valley and in addition, 
23 new tenants have been accommodated in requisitioned premises or 
in vacated Council Houses. As far as possible, with the premises 
available, transfers are arranged between tenants so that the size 
of the house concerned is in proportion to the size of the family. 
The list of applicants for the tenancies of Council premises shows 
little sign of decreasing but there are few large families now 
remaining on the Council's List and the greater need at the present 
time, is for two bedroomed flats to accommodate small families. 
However, a proportion of three bedroomed houses must be built, to 
accommodate mixed families, now and in the future. 


REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL. 


this is under the control of the Public Health Department. 
Collection of refuse (once weekly from private houses and twice 
weekly from hotels and boarding houses) is executed by two "Karrier 
Bantam" Refuse vehicles, with assistance by the Surveyor or hired 
lorries. Tipping, by controlled methods, is at the Council's Tip 
at Broadmeadow, which it is proposed eventually to convert to an 
extensive levelled area, capable of accommodating football grounds, 
cricket pitches, tennis courts, etc. which are badly needed in the 
District. 


WASTE PAPER SALVAGE. 


The year under review was the period of a Salvage Competition, 
organised by the Waste Paper Recovery Association, and the Council 
decided to enter for same. Publicity, by means of newspaper 
advertisements, a film at the local cinema, posters on vehicles, etc. 
plus the efforts of the traders and ratepayers (and in spite of the 
competition of "pirates" who were attracted by the high prices), 
resulted in the collection and sale of 146¢ tons of paper, which 
realised £2,290.18.1l1d. and the town was successful in gaining a 
prize of £50 in the Contest, being placed 135th out of approximately 
900 competitors. 


RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION. 


During the year 1,072 visits were paid to 97 premises by the 
Sanitary Inspector and staff in connection with the eradication of 
rats and mice and also the sewers under the control of the Council, 
were twice baited for the same purpose. 


SUMMARY OF WORK CARRIED OUT BY THE SANITARY INSPECTOR DURING 1951. 


Drain Tests applied sane eve oe cee ar share 206 
Drains relaid or New Drainage provided .-. coe vee 30 
Drains repaired eas vee eo. oes eee eos 24 
Drains disconnected from sewer oo oye oe coe 19 
Drains ventilated ee wate oo. yc ee. oe 25 
Soil pipes repaired, taken outside house, or new coe 24 
Choked drains cleared .«-. a Aree eee eee aie 82 
Inspection Chambers constructed nee es Are auere 60 
Defective Traps replaced and new gullies fixed eee 67 
Yards paved oars anu phot fies ahs wise 45 
Washdown pedestal pans fixed coe aoe oe see 51 
Glazed Stoneware Sinks provided eos eee coe cee 52 
New Flushing Apparatus provided or old repaired coe 35 
Rooms and premises cleansed eee ir coe cee 25 
Ashbins provided eee ves arate Hae 10 
Roofs repaired or new provided se coe coe oe alk 
Additional Ventilation provided eee Rial fsis cee 6 
Offensive accumulations removed eae ‘wit eee cee 57 
Miscellaneous Nuisances abated (deftfttive floors, walls, ete.) 100 
Dampness abated sieve nar oes cee 29 
Rooms disinfected or Disinfested ... at rer cee 35 
Notices Issued, Preliminary eae oo eee cee 255 
Votices Issued, Statutory eve cee acevs ese 
rosecutions ee ore oan eee se 
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URBAN DISTRICT OF TEIGNMOUTH. 
FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 & 1948. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH IN RESPECT OF THE 
YEAR 1951 FOR THE URBAN DISTRICT OF TEIGNMOUTH IN THE COUNTY OF DEVON. 


Prescribed Particulars on the Administration 
of the Factories Act, 1937. 


PART TOF THE “ACT. 


1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (including 
inspections made by the Sanitary Inspector). 


Number of 
No: on Inspec Written Occupiers 


Premises Register -tions. Notices. Prosecuted. 


(i) Factories in which S.l, 

£,0,4 & 6 are to be 

enforced by L/A. 41 a 3 Nil 
(ii) Factories not included 

ane. )ein which 8.7 is 

enforced by the L/A. 70 38 5 Nil 
(iii) Other premises in 

which S.7 is enforced by the 


L/A (excluding out-workers' q 7 Nil Nil 
premises). 
TOTALS 120 72 8 Nil 


a ER 
ee CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND. 


No: of cases in which defects No: of cases 

were found. in which pro- 
Particulars. Referred secutions were 
To H.M. By H.M. instituted. 


Found Remedied Insptr. Insptr. 
eee UNG nomediod snsptr. insptre 


Want of cleanliness S.1l. 8 8 ~ ~ Nil 
Overcrowding (S.2) - ~ ~ ~ Nil 
Unreasonable 
temperature (S.3) - - - - Nil 
Inadequate 
ventilation (8.4) - - _ - Nil 
Ineffective drainage 
of floors (S.6) - - = - Nil 
Sanitary Conveniences 
6.7) 
(a) Insufficient - = ~ - Nil 
(b) Unsuitable or ; 
defective - - - - Nil 
(c) Not separate 
for sexes - ~ - - Nil 
Other offences 
against the Act. - - - - Nil 
TOTALS 8 8 Nil Nil Nil 


No cases of outwork being carried on in unwholesome premises have 
been found and consequently Table 3 has not been included. 
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